Tales )crorn' the Emerald Pentacle
Tssue Six

Again, O reader, we return to-the Emerald Pentacle in the crystal city
of Cymwily, for another Tale concerning the exploity of the junior sectiow of
Halesowen Boowrdgouners.

It was Jhang and the red moonw was high, o montivor so-has passed
since they returned from the False Forest. Thermite had returned to-Arim
ond Grove was off following up o rumowr he had heard. The rest had o rude
awakening whew they were saddled withv o bill for 250 gold lwmens for
boawrd and lodging. They were discussing finding wovk whenw Pulan, the
stoummering servant of the mage Genvwnawo; approached their table and
informed them that his master had need of their services. Stoopod and K’kree
had worked for Genwnaro- before so-they accepted the offer. The job-was easy;
they were givenw av sealed scroll and told to-take it to-the house of Tigunv
Thane, hawrd by the Vardune gate. Tigunw would rewawrd them withy work: Onw
no-account were they to-break the seal onthe scroll. Stoopod took the scroll
and off they set.

Onthe streety they met Ci, v young Cymwiioanw Euphoricaw seller, who-
appeared to-clad in no- more thaw o cloud, of shimumering sparks! No-one was
interested inv buying Euphorica (v recreational drug populaw invthe city),
although a half-hearted attempt was made to-haggle over the price. She
thenw produced some lottery tickety for sale at 1 lumew each; to-be drawnw at
the Magical Fair ow 14% Phandiv. Everyone except K'kree bought a ticket,
Throtal bovrowing money off Stoopod to-do- so-

At this point there was a massive explosiow from ahead and o huge; flery
creature burst out onto-the street inv v cloud of greew and purple flame. Mr.
Quig recognised it as being av pyro-demony, Jerwwy fired off av slingshot at it
and Throtal and Stoopod, raww in to- attack. The creature breathed a huge
gout of fire over bothv of them. K’kree flew up and over ity head; as he did so-
he sow o mowv standing ovw av rooftop, watching. Blows from Thwotal and/



Stoopod finished the creature off; the watcher vanished ivvav puff of greevw
smoke. Whewn they raw up to-the roof, he had gone.

After enquiring as to-the way they eventually found the house of Tigun
Thane, near to-the Vardune gate. K’'kree flew up to-scout the roof; finding no-
way in; the others; led by Stoopod, walked invthe front door. The house
appeawed deserted; explorations found a librowy, with o lawrge statue clad inv
red iron Kang battle armour, and also- v kitchen, with steps dowwnw to-av
cellaw.

Exploring the cellar, K’'kree found o secret passage; heading doww this
he nauwrowly owoided folling into-a pit (onldy because he had the Bracers of
Levitation). Steps up led back, through av secret panel inv a bookcase, to-the
Librawy. Exploring back from the entrance hall they found o fountain of
sweet water that restored some health; o metol door that they couldwt open,
and staivs up. Up the stairs, av covridor led off left and right witihv doors. They
each chose a door and charged, iny, to-find bedvrooms. A seawch revealed
nothing of interest (although some of the adventurers took the opportunity
to- wse the chaumber poty found under the beds). However, when K'kree entereds
his chosen room he was greeted withy av piercing shwiek; the room contained v
four-poster bed and sitting up in it, clutching the bedclothes;, was av young
womany, topag-skinned and completely hairless. “Who-awe yow”, she shurieked,
“whatow&yowdow%here/ ” The others came running.

“We want to- speak to-the manager”, replied Stoopod (as they had covwinced
themselves that the place was actually a hotel of some kind). “Who- is the
owner and where iy he?”

“This is the houwse of Tigun Thane and I au his... (she colowred)... pawamour.
I do- not know where he is; he ofterv goes for some time, thew returng: “
“What iy your naume?”

‘T amvAa., Lysow. Now, allow me to-get dressed.”

They left the room and were about to- inwestigate the door at the for
end of the corridor whew suddenly, from below, came a loud crash. Guttuwral
shouty followed,; thenw came av clear voice giving instructions: -
“Seawch the house: I want Thane alive, but kill anyyone else. Keep anything
yow like.”

“I Obey, we do!

(GM: This i where it gety confusing).

Stoopod; Jerwy and K’'kree ran downstairs, to- see several Jhangawrans
wearing the yellow wrappings of the mercenawy, piling inthwough the door
to-the inwner hall. Thwotal ran back to-the bedroom where they had found the
woman; Mr Quig stayed on the upper landing. Stoopod went face to-face withv
a Jhangoaravnw and bested him; Jerwy Wit avfew withv her sling but thew closed



v withvher dagger; which she proved to-be very proficient with. K’'kree hid
under the staivy (1)

Thwotal received no- awnuswer from the womownw when he called, out, went
into-the roomv to-find, it empty. He ran back to-the stairs, to-find Mr Quiz
downstairy locked inv combat and K’kree trying to- sneak up the stairs. He
called out that the womawn had gone; from somewhere outside o voice said
“Thane’s whore has fled. Search and capture her.” The combat moved invthe
PC’s favowr, however they weve all getting huut. Stoopod noticed av mowv
(possibly a Cymwrilian) who-appeared to-be inv chawrge, make some gestures
and suddenly vanishi. Seconds later, first K'kree, thenw Mr Quizg, were hit witiv
Arcane Bolts. Finally the Jhangoarang retreated. Near to-the door av
levitating figure of o Cynmwilioww mage appeared: -

“Twice today yow hawe thwawted my plans. I, Aquilane; awn sovely vexed by
this; and I will not forget. Dowt think I wonw't try. There willbe av reckoning.”
He then flew out of the door.

K’kree recognised him as the mon he had seevv eawlier on the rooftop.

Aftermath, whilst looting the bodies of the slavin JThangarans (who-
appeared to-be cowrying for more money than they ought to-have been),
Throtal came back dowwnstoivs in time to- see the woman, now dressed, trying
to- sneak out thwough the front door. Withvonly av split second to-react, he
yelled, “Come back and we'll. give yow some money”; at which point she fled
out into-the city.

Mr Quig and Stoopod broke through the metal door by wsing Mr Quig’s
Arcane Bolt to- melt the lock, whilst the others headed back upstairy to-the
metal door at the end of the covridor.

Stoopod and Mr Quig found av magicioww's workroom;, but the air went
suddenly very cold. Mr Quig felt something brushvpast hin ...

Upstairs, Throtal broke through the door, to-reveal a blank wall. K’'kree
inwvestigated and found a false wall, leading to-a passage.

Mr Quig cast av Spell of Radiance; revealing that their opponent was o
Shadowcat, obviouwsly here as a guawrdian. Stoopod attacked it (“Well; &I
die easily”), only to-find his sword passed straight thwough it. It thew sucked
out some of hig life force and stouwted to-become corpoveal. They both raw out,
the cat didwt pursue. They roaw back upstairs to-joinv the others:

Upstairs, the passage led to-another door. Stoopod found that spy holes
along the wally of the passage looked into-the bedrooms they had
inwestigated earlier. Thwough the door, they found themselves inthe base of
the tower, with thwee chesty and a table. The chesty contained substantiol
quantities of copper, silver and gold; on the table was av smaldl K asmivowy
pugszle-box that Mr Quig took.



Stoopod tried to-open the scroll that Gennaro- had given them. Botiv
K’kree and Throtal wrged him not to; he couldn't break the seal so-he
persuaded Jerwyy to-do- it. When wwovelled; the scroll reads

“If yow awe reading this, thew it iy because yow hawve disobeyed instructions
and done something which yow were told not to-do. Accordingly, whoever
broke the seal iy cursed witihv Malador s Maddening Itch: G ©

They retwrned to-the Emerald Pentacle, beawring their loot.

Jenny noticed that her fingertips had tuwwned red and felt worm.
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